Petition Process for Fargo
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May, 18, 2009

This is a copy of the letter I sent out last year regarding petitions.  I’m using it again as I know a lot of parents have questions about whether their wrestler can qualify for Fargo if they didn’t meet all the criteria.  The information is still good and I hope it answers any questions you may have.

Jim Burchett


May 27th, 2008
Dear Team Washington Wrestler,

This information sheet is to answer questions you may have about the petition process and weight classes.   
 It is important to recognize that the National tournament in Fargo is not an open tournament.  This means not everyone can just go.  They must first qualify.  Each state is allotted three slots per weight class per style corresponding to the top three finishers in each weight class at the State Championship tournament.   

Cadets (17 weight classes x 3 slots) = 51 wrestlers

Juniors (15 weight classes x 3 slots) = 45 wrestlers

 

The WSWA may have a maximum of 4 wrestlers in one weight class as long as the numbers do not exceed 51 or 45 for the respective age divisions.  For example, if Junior 215 only had two wrestlers going, Junior 189 could have four wrestlers.

 

Wrestlers qualify for their “guaranteed” spot only in the weight class that they placed (top 3) at the State Championship tournament.  If a wrestler changes weights from those he or she qualified in, he or she loses their guaranteed slot and is now considered a petition at the new weight.  

 

If a wrestler changed weights between Greco and Freestyle state, he or she is qualified at two different weights.  For instance, if a Junior placed top three at Greco state 119 and then top three at Freestyle state 130, he is qualified at two different weights for those two styles.  He can wrestle those two separate weights at Fargo.  If he wants to wrestle one weight, 119 for example, for both styles, he will be a petition for Freestyle since he changed weights.

 

Regional qualifiers (top three at Las Vegas, Northern Plains, Battle Ground, etc) are an exception.  They do not count against our allotted State slots.  Additionally, they can go any weight in the style they qualified.

 

Styles (Greco and Freestyle) are considered separate teams.  If a wrestler placed top three at State in Greco but did not place in Freestyle, they do not automatically get a Freestyle slot.  They may petition in for a Freestyle slot.

 

The best of all worlds is if a wrestler earns their spot by qualifying top three at the same weight in both styles at State and/or Regionals.  Unfortunately, this was not that common.  The Coaches and Directors will fill out the rosters by entering the qualified wrestlers and then filling in the blank slots with petitions.  If there are more petitioners for a weight than slots available, selections will be made based on several factors.  These factors include but are not limited to:

 

1. The athlete was injured, provided medial proof of the injury and had pre-approval to miss the qualifying tournament.

2. The athlete was attending a function (School) and had pre-approval to miss the qualifying tournament.

3. The athlete was competing at a higher level tournament at the time of the qualifying tournaments (Ex. Dapper Dan, FILA Cadet, FILA Jr., Senior Nationals, etc)

4. The athlete is already qualified in one style. For example, a wrestler qualifies by placing 3rd at 125 Greco State but only places 6th in Freestyle State. 

5. The athlete placed in one or both styles but not in the top three.

 

Once these wrestlers have been considered, if there are still open slots, the coaches and directors can consider wrestlers who failed to place or did not compete in either style at a qualifying tournament.

There are fees involved in the petition process.  The petition fee is the cost of the event they missed ($25) plus a $5 fee per style.  If a wrestler participated at State in the style they want to petition and did not place, they pay only $5.  If they didn't wrestle at State for that style, they pay $30.

 

Some Q & A examples: 
 

Q: 
If a wrestler participated at the state tournament but did not place, do they have to pay a $30 petition fee for a slot?  

A: 
This person would pay $5.00 the style they didn't place in assuming that this example was only for one style.
Q: 
If a wrestler qualified in Freestyle but did not attend Greco State, do they have to pay a $30 petition fee for a Greco slot?  $15?  Nothing?

A: 
This person would pay $30.00 for Greco
Q: 
If a wrestler placed at 130 cadet but now wants to go 135 cadet, does he have to pay a $30 fee?

A: 
This person would pay nothing, but cannot move a weight unless there is an open slot - and that is determined at camp by the respective Cadet and Junior coaches
 

Jim Burchett
Deputy Director

Washington State Wrestling Association
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