General Membership Meeting

April 28, 2007

W. F. West High School, Chehalis Washington

 

 

Board Members present: Merle Crockett, Mike Sweet, Kim Burchett, Chuck Bullard, Mary Douglas, Dave Gilbertson, Tony Arredondo, Sherry Bullard, and Karen Ebel.

 

Meeting was called to order at 5:41pm

 

Chuck called attendance of clubs.  Bear Claw, Bethel, Eastside, Junkyard Dogs, Lynnwood, Maniac, Marysville, NWWC, Puyallup, Shelton, SWWWC, Steelclaw, Team Tech-Fall, Tumwater, USA Everett, Viper, Whidbey, Wrestling Rhinos.  There was a quorum of members, so business could be conducted.

 

John Lane made a motion to accept minutes from the last meeting.  The motion was seconded and carried.

 

Mary Douglas handed out the current financial statement.  There was no discussion.  See statement attached.

Mike Sweet reported on Schoolboy/girl duals.  Mike passed out flyers for all 1st thru 8th placers at Freestyle and Greco state for NW Regionals.  The dual team has had the most applicants they have ever had.  The team will be picked and named by next week.  The criteria for selection will be state placing, head to head, and then coach’s decision.  The coaches will also be named with the team.

 

Merle Crockett reported on the cadet dual team.  Merle Crockett, Jeret Garcia and Mike Sweet are coaches.  Camps are open for others interested in attending.  Team will be finalized after next week ends state tournament. 

Jay Terry reported on coaches.  There have only been 14 applications for all the National teams.  They will probably have to go out and petition coaches to help coach.  There was the biggest bronze coach’s clinic this year at folkstyle state- 90 coaches in the class.  Freestyle state had about a dozen in the class.  Bronze certification is required for all Regional and National tournaments.  Silver Coaches Certificate College will probably not happen this year due to changes at USA Wrestling.  It may be delayed until next year.

 

Karen Ebel reported on pairing officials.  More computers will be bought to outfit another region.  Sherry Bullard said that it cost around $7,000 to set up the original purchase of computers.

 

Dave Gilbertson reported on the website and message board.  He reminded everyone that if they want things posted, please email him.

 

Tony Arredondo reported on officials.  There are a lot of new officials this year.  He has been assigning a head official to each tournament.  They are trying to encourage new officials so they get experience.  Mike Dilworth is coming up with a list of head officials for each region to be able to have before the fall meeting.  

 

Sherry Bullard reported on membership.  See attached report.  She still wants members emailing her if they are having problems with registrations or cards.  

 

Chuck Bullard gave report for John Owen who could not be present.  Craig Hansen is the team leader for the Junior dual team.  Chuck will be the team leader for the Women’s national team.  

 

Chuck Bullard gave his report:  

 

By 2009 all Washington State tournament will be done completely by track wrestling.  During the 2007/ 2008 wrestling season, all state championship as well as the Oregon Classic Qualifier will be pre registration only and no walk-ins.  In the next 4-5 years we will be able to start wrestling earlier and get done sooner.  Sherry Bullard has done a great deal to get this all completed for our state and she is to be commended.  

 

USA wrestling is going to be implementing background checks next year on all coaches.  Any one in an official coach’s position will be required to have a back ground check in order to get a coaching card. If the back ground is accepted, the coach can proceed with purchasing a coaches card.  The fee will most likely be between $17 and $25 and will need to be updated on a bi-annual basis.  TC logiQ will be handling the background.  At the JOWC meeting, they said that even athletes of 18 years may be required to do backgrounds. USA Wrestling realizes they may loose between 5,000-8,000 coaches.  

 

Currently we are using paper minutes.  We have had to make copies, and mail out minute to the membership in the past.  The same was true for notifying members for upcoming meetings and locations.  From now on, minutes will be mailed out via email to all members.  Agendas and notification of meeting will also be emailed out.  

 

The Board of Directors will be going to conference calls probably once a month to take care of business.

 

Fargo is now down to 5 days of wrestling instead of 9.  

 

A few coaches have been suspended for 1 year for wrestling wrestlers out of age groups.  There have been 4 coaches that have been suspended in our state.  

 

BOD positions that are up in August are:

State Chairman

Pairing Official Director

Cadet Director

Western Kids Director

Secretary

Per By-Laws, any current member in good standing, who is interested in running on the Board of Directors, must have made notification to the State Chairman 25 days prior to the Fall General Meeting.

That deadline for this year is July 31st, 2007.

 

State bids for tournament- USA Everett withdrew their bid for Folkstyle State in 2008.  Chuck Bullard gave proposal for NWWC to host the Folkstyle State Championship in January 2008.  They will be working in a joint effort with USA Everett.  Everything will be available on the State web site.  Merle Crockett made motion, Mary seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously.

 

Puyallup made their proposal to host the Greco State Championship in Puyallup.   Puyallup, Rogers and Emerald Ridge have all agreed to help put this on.  Emerald Ridge High School will facilitate the tourney.  Hotels are abundant and there will be a doctor on site.  Twin Cities withdrew their bid.  Mary Douglas made a motion to have Puyallup host Greco State Championship, Merle Crockett seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously.

 

Viper Wrestling Club made their proposal to host the Freestyle State Championship at East Valley High School.  Merle Crockett made a motion to have Viper WC host the Freestyle State Championship, Tom Martin seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously.

 

Cadet/ Junior and Junior Women Freestyle State Championship- Lynnwood made a proposal to hold it at Jackson High School .  Steelclaw made a proposal to hold it at Sedro Woolley High School.  A blind vote was taken.  Sedro Woolley won the vote and will host the Cadet/ Junior and Junior Women Freestyle State Championship.

 

New Business:

 

Mary Douglas asked for discussion on amending a By-Law for clubs wishing to host a sanctioned event.  Currently under article VI number 8, it reads, “Clubs who wish to host a sanctioned Washington State Wrestling Association / USA Wrestling event must have at least one current year licensed Mat Official and at least one current year licensed Pairing Official associated with the club in order to receive approval for the sanctioned event.”  Mary stated that it is important to have both of them, and they must be at the tournament working.  Mary Douglas made motion that secretary Kim Burchett will write up the new By-Law change for it to be voted on at the Fall Meeting.  The motion was seconded and carried.  The amended By-Law will be voted on in August at the Fall Meeting.  (The new by-law to be voted on at the Fall General Membership meeting in August 2007 will read:  Article VI #8.  Clubs who wish to host a sanctioned Washington State Wrestling Association / USA Wrestling event must have both a current year licensed Mat Official and a current year licensed Pairing Official associated with the club, and they both must be available to work the hosted event in order to receive approval for the sanctioned event.) 

 

Joe (from USA Everett) asked if we would discuss line bracketing for folkstyle tournaments.   A motion made by Mike Cuzzetto to change groups that have 5 wrestlers and under to a crab pool format.  Joe seconded the motion and it was approved for folkstyle only.  

 

Joe opened discussion for wrestling back for a true second.  Chuck tabled this until the fall meeting until Sherry can check to see if Track Wrestling can accommodate this.

Dave Gilbertson is currently paying $21.95 for the State Web site.  He would like to just attach WSWA website to the Washington Wrestling Board to save the state the $21.95 a month fee.  There will still be two separate sites, they will just be sharing band with.  Mary Douglas made a motioned to do this, and Mike Cuzzetto seconded. The motion was carried.

 

At 6:58pm, Mike Cuzzetto made a motion to end the meeting.  Joe seconded the motion.  The motion was carried.

